August 19.]   Johnsons vocation to active life.               71
'Epyn vfwj'j /3ovAcurf jue'crwj', fi/^cure yepojTWJ'1.
That is a very noble line: not that young men should not pray, or old men not give counsel, but that every season of life has its proper duties. I have thought of retiring, and have talked of it to a friend; but I find my vocation is rather to active life.' I said, some young monks might be allowed, to shew that it is not age alone that can retire to pious solitude; but he thought this would only shew that they could not resist temptation.
He wanted to mount the steeples, but it could not be done. There are no good inscriptions here. Bad Roman characters he naturally mistook for half Gothick, half Roman. One of the steeples, which he was told was in danger, he wished not to be taken down; ' for, (said he,) it may fall on some of the posterity of John Knox; and no great matter!'—Dinner was mentioned. JOHNSON. 'Ay, ay; amidst all these sorrowful scenes, I have no objection to dinner3.'
We went and looked at the castle, where Cardinal Beaton was murdered3, and then visited Principal Murison at his
serious man."    This person said to him, " Sir, you wish to serve God and go to heaven.    Remember, you cannot serve Him alone; you must  therefore find companions or make them; the Bible  knows nothing of solitary religion."   Wesley never forgot these words.' ['Epya j/e'cov, /SouAat Se /i«ra>v, eu^ai de •yepovrow.
Hesiodt Fragment a, Lipsise 1840, p. 371.] Let youth in deeds, in counsel man engage; Prayer is the proper duty of old age.          BOSWELL.
3 One ' sorrowful scene' Johnson was perhaps too late in the year to see. Wesley, who visited St. Andrews on May 27, 1776, during the vacation,writes (Journal, iv. 75):—'What is left of St. Leonard's College is only a heap of ruins. Two colleges remain. One of them has a tolerable square; but all the windows are. broke, like those of a praised by Johnson was ' more likely the fine epitaph on John, Viscount of Dundee, translatedt of it:
